Croatia Sample Itinerary

HE�

Cruising the

CroatianCoast
“The Mediterranean as it once was.”

Rovinj
Along Croatia’s northwest coast, you will find Rovinj – a
charming fishing port that many consider to be one of the
most beautiful towns on the Adriatic coast.
This quaint town was originally built by the Romans as an
island port, but it was eventually joined to the mainland in
1763. Must see sights include Balbi’s Arch, a Renaissanceera clock tower, and the Christian cathedral rebuilt in
1736. The Institute of Marine Biology and its aquarium can
be found along the waterfront. South of the town is Zlatni
Rt, a natural park with cedars, pines and cypresses, used by
many authors for inspiration throughout the centuries.
You’ll easily be swept up in the natural and man-made
beauty of this surprising wonder.

Brijuni
Set sail for the Brijuni, a group of fourteen small islands, separated
from the Istrian peninsula by the Fažana Straight. Relish in the
beauty of Brijuni’s national park, which was established in 1983,
and is known for its rich harmony of flora and fauna, historical
monuments, and fine hotels. Visitors are only allowed on the
two main islands of Veli Brijun and Mail Brijun.

Limska Draga Fjord
Limska Draga Fjord – also referred to as the Lim Valley – is
the most dramatic sight you’ll see in Istria. A narrow canal
runs through a deep valley and spills into a 6m (10km) long
estuary – sometimes called a fjord. The inlet was formed when
the Istrian coastline sank during the last Ice Age, allowing
the sea to rush in and fill the Draga Valley. The deep-green
bay has a hillside cave on the southern side where the 11thcentury hermit priest Romualdo lived and held ceremonies.
Fishing, oyster and mussel farming and excursion boating
are the only activities found here. But between the freshest
seafood selection around and the awe-inspiring views,
Limska Draga is a destination not to be missed.

In Roman times there were aristocratic villas and religious
communities on both islands until they were abandoned in the
1300s as the result of a malaria outbreak. After WWII Marshall
Tito would summer on these islands and was gifted many exotic
animals that are still around today. The Brijuni islands are also
famous for being home to the Ulysses Theatre, which was cofounded by Croatian actor Rade Serbedzija.

Kornati Archipelago

Close to Zadar you will find the Kornati Archipelago, a group
of some 130 islands. In 1980, the eighty-nine southernmost of
the 130-odd islands, islets, and reefs of the area were declared
a national park, Nacionalni Park Kornati. Often referred to as
a “nautical paradise,” the park is an area of exceptional beauty
and outstanding features.

Zadar
The next stop on your charter brings you to the famous
Dalmatian coast and the ancient town of Zadar, which dates
back to the 9th century BC. Wander through the streets of
this walled peninsula town and visit the carefully preserved
Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque monuments. Surrounding
the Roman-era Forum are the 11th-century St. Mary’s
Convent, with religious art dating to the 8th century; the
grand, 12th-century St. Anastasia’s Cathedral; and the round,
9th-century pre-Romanesque Church of St. Donat.
In the city you’ll find an intriguing attractions with plenty to
offer. It’s not too crowded or overrun with tourists, and the
two standout attractions – the sound-and-light spectacle of
the Sea Organ and the Sun Salutation – needs to be seen and
heard to be believed.

It has a rugged coastline that hides countless numbers of secret
caves and coves. The terrain on the islands is karst-limestone,
which, in the distant geological past, arose from sediment from
the sea. In the stone on the islands there are numerous fossils
of crustaceans and fish. Apart from seagulls, there are lizards
and ring-snakes, as well as 69 different varieties of butterflies.
Kornati also has a stunning seabed, which showcases exquisite
reefs and steep pinnacles for divers or snorkelers to explore.

Hvar
A 4-hours cruise away from Šibenik you’ll find Hvar. The island’s
hub and busiest city, Hvar Town, draws around 20,000 people a
day in the high season. The town’s 13th-century walls surround
beautifully ornamented Gothic palaces and traffic-free marble
streets. You can wander along the main square, explore the sights
on the winding stone streets, swim on the numerous beaches or
pop off to the Pakleni Islands to party all night long. Foodies will
find several good restaurants here and a number of great hotels.

Šibenik

At the mouth of the Krka River lies the fortressed village of
Šibenik, one of the oldest towns of the Adriatic coast. One
of the highlights of the town is the Cathedral of St James,
which is included on the UNESCO World Heritage list.
Close to Šibenik is in the Krka National Park, named after
the river that encloses it. The spectacular waterfalls that
are found in the park are a karstic phenomenon: over
millennia river water has created a canyon up to 656ft
(200m) deep through limestone hills. Calcium carbonate
seeps out of the rock, which mosses and algae retain and
encrust it in their roots. These growths create barriers in
the river that produce remarkable waterfalls.

Hvar’s location at the center of the Adriatic sailing routes has long
made this island an important base for commanding trade up and
down the Adriatic. It has been inhabited since pre-historic times.
Its long, fascinating history includes coastal raids by pirates and
a run in with the Ottoman army. Today, the island of Hvar is a
popular destination for tourists and is consistently listed by Conde
Nast Traveler as a top island destination .

Split
The town of Split lies 17mi (27km) to the east of Trogir. The
historic center – Diocletian’s Palace, which was erected by the
Roman emperor in the 4th century – is another UNESCO
World Heritage Site, and the city is one of the cultural centers
of Croatia. Split is also known for the gorgeous beaches that
line the Dalmatian Coast.

Trogir
Trogir is a historic town and harbour on the Adriatic coast in
Split-Dalmatia County, Croatia. Set on an islet between the
mainland hills and Ciovo Island is an ancient town filled with
architectural treasures, in particular its Romanesque churches
and fine Venetian villas. You can explore the wide seaside
boardwalk, which is lined with bars and cafes, as well as yachts
in the summer. Trogir is unique among Dalmatian towns for its
profuse collection of Romanesque and Renaissance architecture
– which flourished under Venetian rule –this, along with its
magnificent cathedral, earned the region World Heritage status
in 1997.
Trogir is a relaxing place to spend a few days before heading
to your final destination, Split, which is an easy day trip away.

You’ll find that Split is always buzzing. This exuberant town
has learned to beautifully blend ancient and modern cultures
together. Here, you’ll find dozens of bars, restaurants, and
shops thriving amid the atmospheric old walls where life has
been flourishing for thousands of years. To top it off, the city
is set against the scenic coastal mountains and surrounded by
the turquoise awaters of the Adriatic. Split is the perfect way
to end your voyage along the Croatian Coast.

